
A Tale of Two Sisters: Ezekiel 23

Say:  Today you’ve asked me to teach on a difficult and graphic verse. Before we talk about this verse, I’d like to tell you a story and get your feed back. 
Pre- Lessons Facts

Ezekiel is a prophet dealing with disobedient nations, Samaria and Jerusalem

Jerusalem and Samaria were committing spiritual adultery. Forsaking God. 

God is in the midst discipling and judging his children. For their sin. 

Opening: Reframe The Story

Before you get into the above facts. Tell another story. 

There was once two daughter. They were young and beautiful, but they were slaves. On the day the were to be sold, they saw the Kings carriage driving by. The King asked the carriage be halted at the site of the sisters in cages. He demanded they be released. The one who had enslaved them answered, “Will the King be unjust? I have paid for these slaves.” The King retrieved the appropriate money and paid for the slaves. He took the sisters home and took care of them as if they were his own, and warned them to stay away from the slave district, lest they be captured again. But the sisters  did not listen. They missed the wild life that gotten them enslaved in the first place. They stole from  the king, They took his money and bought wine and beer. They went and partied with those who had enslaved them. They mocked the King for his generosity and pity and spread rumors about him all over town. But the King had grown to love them and did not want them enslaved. 

Ask: If you were the King, what would you do about these sisters? 

Get a few answers from the group. You can have the group to split up into smaller groups to discuss (if your group is large enough you could mix the groups guy and girls or make the groups gender specific) 

Say: This is the story of Ezekiel 23. Ezekiel is telling a graphic story of two nations, whom the Lord had saved from slavery by other nations, but now these two nations refused to serve Him. Their graphic sins required a graphic message and a graphic judgement

Read: Offenses committed by the sisters

36 The Lord said to me: “Son of man, will you judge Oholah and Oholibah? Then confront them with their detestable practices, 37 for they have committed adultery and blood is on their hands. They committed adultery with their idols; they even sacrificed their children, whom they bore to me, as food for them. 38 They have also done this to me: At that same time they defiled my sanctuary and desecrated my Sabbaths. 39 On the very day they sacrificed their children to their idols, they entered my sanctuary and desecrated it. That is what they did in my house.

Ask: What if a bunch of you got crazy and came into the church one night, drunk, broke  the windows, and had sex on the pews (seats)? Let’s say you fell asleep in the church and the Pastor came in and found you there. How do you think Pastor wold react? What would he do? Would he call the police? Should he? What would you do if you were th pastor of the church and found that? 

Tell: The Lord is a just God. He allows us to choose and allows the consequences of actions to come about. 

Read: God’s Judgement

35 “Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says: Since you have forgotten me and turned your back on me, you must bear the consequences of your lewdness and prostitution.”

48 “So I will put an end to lewdness in the land, that all women may take warning and not imitate you. 49 You will suffer the penalty for your lewdness and bear the consequences of your sins of idolatry. Then you will know that I am the Sovereign Lord.”

Transition: Things have not changed much in 2000 years. ‘

Ask: What kind of actions do we see in America, your school, your peers that look like the sins of these two sisters? They can be physical sins or spiritual sins. 

What should God do about this based on what he did to Samaria and Jerusalem? 

Why hasn’t he done it yet? 

Let me continue with the story I started with: 

The king grew angry with the sisters mocking. The King also had a son and he saw how angry His father became at these sisters who had taken advantage of him. Though he loved them, he decided to send his guards to arrest them and put them in jail. They had broken his laws and his hear and there must be justice. The Kings son spoke and said, “Father, let me go an plead with these captors and with these sisters”. After much discussion, the King let his son go. The son came to the slavers and tried to reason with them but they would not listen. The killed the Kings son hoping to get rich and famous. Instead the King sent and Army and destroyed everyone in that part of town. Judgment was handed down. 

Read: Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them. Let me propose a reason, from the New Testament, God withholds his wrath.

Read: Romans 2:4-6

Closing: Because of God’s love, he waits. He waits to see how we (us in the room and America at large) we will respond the kindness of His grace, and the gift of His son Jesus Christ. God disciplines those he loves (Hebrews 12:6) but he judges the wicked, those not in a relationship with Him through His son Jesus Christ. The questions we must ask is, will I be disciplined or will I be judged in my wickedness. 

Here are some others ways to close

Use a song to meditate on or to make a point such as

Switchfoot’s Free

The Rend Collective Christ Has Set Me Free

Mercy Me’s Free

Lord Have Mercy from Extreme Worship

Benton Brown’s Our God is Mercy

Rhett Walker Band’s When Mercy Found Me

(All of these are available on itunes)

Have a few locks up front that takes keys

Make sure the locks are different and the keys won’t unlock each other. 

During one of the songs you play, ask, “if you want to be free tonight from spiritual slavery, come and get a key and unlock your lock. Every time you choose a key that does not work, say a prayer and say “Lord forgive me for trusting in my self instead of you” This is to show the frustration of trying to free ourselves from sin. 

Close in prayer. 


